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If I had a single flower for every time I think about you, I could walk forever in 
my garden.  Attributed to Claudia Ghandi 

Mother’s Day—May 10th 

A M E S S A G E  F R O M  P A S T O R  J E R R Y  P O O L E  

May Issue! 

Someone asked me recently when St James will select its next permanent pastor.  Good question!  We’ve 
been busy with Advent, Christmas, end of year matters, Lent and Easter.  Now our session elders are ready 
to move forward.  Soon they will appoint a team to begin the Mission Study.  Information will be gathered on 
St James’ present identity, our history, demographics and our hopes and dreams for future ministry.  That in-
formation will then be passed to the Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC), whose first task will be writing a 
Church Information Form (CIF), a ten to fifteen page document which will inform prospective applicants about 
St James.  The PNC is a representative group of seven to nine St James’ members who will carry out the 
search for the church’s next pastor on your behalf.  According to our constitutional guidelines, after the Pres-
bytery Committee on Ministry (COM) gives permission, our congregation will elect the PNC.  Once the CIF is 
completed and approved by session and COM, the PNC will receive dossiers (called PIF’s, Personal Informa-
tion Forms) and then filter them prayerfully until they agree on their choice of the pastor they believe God is 
calling to St James.  Then they will bring that person to meet the congregation, lead Sunday worship and 
preach a sermon.  After their questions are addressed, the congregation will vote yes or no, on that candi-
date.  If yes, the candidate is elected.  If no, the PNC will keep searching.  That’s a quick summary of the 
process.  (Did I provide enough acronyms?!)  
 

This month we have the privilege of celebrating Pentecost.  That’s the day on which the Holy Spirit came 
upon the New Testament church to empower them for ministry and to enable them to communicate with one 
another, though they spoke different languages.  We’ll celebrate that event on May 31.  Traditionally Presby-
terians are asked to wear red clothing to worship that day to symbolize the coming of the Holy Spirit like 
flames of fire.  Even more so, I ask that in anticipation of that morning, please pray that the Holy Spirit will visit 
us that day when we are together and leave us with no doubt that we have been visited!   You might under-
stand that if you could pray for the Holy Spirit to touch us in worship on Pentecost, we could do the same 
thing each Sunday.  You would be right!   Remember our summer schedule, with worship beginning at 
10 AM, starts on Pentecost, May 31!  
 

One last thing, I want to be accessible.   Please take a moment to jot down my phone numbers in case you 
might need to reach me after hours with a pastoral care emergency.  (Cell: 425 220 4620; home: 425 742 
6131) Place them near your phone or in your cell phone because I don’t otherwise publish my cell phone 
number.  Thanks.  
 

May fifteenth marks the sixth month I have had the privilege of serving as your interim pastor!    
 

In His grip,  
Jerry  
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Tickets for the once-a-decade Passion Play in Oberammergau, Germany, are selling quite rapidly. The Rev. Dr. 
Erv and Andrea Roorda are organizing a group to travel to Alpine Europe in early August of 2010. More than half 
of the 16,000 tickets held by Nawas International Travel have already been sold. 
 
You are invited to consider joining our group for this “once-in-a-lifetime” religious experience. The dates for our 
pilgrimage are August 2-12, 2010. Motorcoach travel to Heidelberg, the Rhine Valley, Lucerne, lnnsbruck, Salz-
burg, Munich and Rothenburg. The Passion Play in Oberammergau has been presented for over 370 years in this 
quaint little village. Don’t wait for another decade to experience this incredible drama with a cast of 1600 adults 
and 550 children, plus a chorus of 50, and an orchestra of 80 persons. In the year 2000, over half a million people 
saw over 100 performances of this play. Do not procrastinate because when all of these tickets are gone, you will 
need to wait ten years to see this production. 
 
For more information, please contact Erv Roorda at 425-337-4025 or ErvRoorda@comcast.net. We have led at 
least twelve international tours in the past twenty years. Erv is a retired Presbyterian pastor, and he and Andrea 
are now living in Mill Creek, WA. 
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asking if anyone had turned in a key, we 
decided it had been lost forever.  
 We walked back down into the 
locker room to get the rest of our stuff. I 
tried picking, hitting and pulling on the lock 
and nothing happened. Finally I decided to 
just walk home and pray that I could find 
another key for the lock. I felt so bad for my 
friend who was now running late. I apolo-
gized again and again and she was ex-
tremely nice about it. We turned to walk out 
of the locker room when I saw something 

shiny on the floor. It looked like my key. I picked it up 
and stared at my friend. 

“It wasn’t there before,” I said. 
“It can’t be our key. I looked there,” my friend said. 

I put the key in the lock and it worked. We were 
both so happy but also shocked especially because we 
had walked by that place at least three or four times 
and my friend said she looked right there and didn’t 
see it. 

I couldn’t believe it, but was so thankful that we 
found it. For the rest of the night I couldn’t stop thinking 
about the key. To me, it was a prayer answered. I felt 
like it was God’s little way of reminding me that he is 
still here, always watching and giving a helping hand. I 
still smile when I think about that key. It’s nice to be 
reminded that God cares about the small things in life. 

It’s the little things in life 
As I look out the window this 

morning I have the urge to start singing, 
“Oh what a beautiful morning, oh what a 
beautiful day…” Mother Nature has 
brought out the sun right after the week-
end. Now I think she is just taunting me. I 
had hoped to go bike riding or something 
outdoorsy but instead I was stuck inside 
for the weekend. Now that I’m once again 
swamped with homework, the sun comes 
out. 

A few days ago I was working out with a friend 
at Western’s recreational center. At the end of our 
workout we went back down to the locker room to get 
our stuff and leave. I always put the key to our lock in 
my shoe (we never have pockets in our workout 
pants) so when I took my shoe off I was shocked to 
find it wasn’t there. My friend, who had dinner plans 
soon after, thought I was joking with her. My heart 
stopped because it wasn’t in either of my shoes and I 
had no idea where the key was. Both of our wallets 
and cell phones where in the locker and she needed 
to leave. We looked around the locker room, by the 
showers, bathrooms and mirrors and the key was no 
where. Then we decided to go up and look where we 
had been working out. After looking around the track, 
the machines and going to three different desks 
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C H R I S T I A N  E D U C AT I O N   T H E  R E V .  T A M A L Y N  K R A L M A N  

Kral’s Scrawls  
 “You’re on Deer Patrol.”  These words are generally accompanied by a tap on my leg from my husband 
and a disgruntled harrumph from me as I put away my book light and book.  They happen just as we leave the 
freeway and head over the river and through the woods on the stretch from St. Regis to Kalispell, MT, where 
Deer Patrol at dusk and beyond is necessary, even potentially life saving.  And I hate it.  Because I get nervous.  
What if a deer (or other critter) leaps in front of us before either of us can react? And, as potentially life saving as 
it might be, IT’S BORING. 
 My husband’s philosophy on driving: Oh, the freedom.  The road.  The wonders of travel. 
 My philosophy on driving:  Oh look, we’re still on the road.  Oh look, it still has lines on it.  Ohhhhh, I’m 
getting soooo sleeeeeeepy. Zzzzzzzz. 
 Why we get along when we travel:  We agree on when to make potty stops and we agree that I’ll be on 
Deer Patrol.  Even though I don’t like it. 
 And I’ve come to realize how important, even potentially life saving it can be for everyday life, as well.  
Perhaps not Deer Patrol, but Dear Patrol.  And we all need to be on it.  Watching out for and tending to the needs 
of our Dear Ones – family, friends, people in our church, people who could be in our church. 
 So, consider yourself on Dear Patrol.  And keep your eyes open.  You just might be called to act.  And it 
might be soon. 

  
Peace, 
Pastor Tam 

Our Preschool Room is Ready for an Upgrade! 
 And you can help.  We’ll be collecting donations of 
cash and new or gently used toys and books.  Please contact 
Pastor Tam with your questions and your donations.  Remem-
ber, safety requirements have changed dramatically over the 
years, so our old hand-me-downs may no longer be usable.  
However, we are especially interested in building a GOOD set 
of blocks, unless someone can help us locate our OLD set of 
maple blocks!  We’d also LOVE a set of Brio trains. 
 Big thank yous go to Bill 
Read, our builder extraordinaire, 
who doubled our shelving unit, ena-
bling us to share space with the 
preschool.  Thank you, Bill.  We’re 
so excited! 

This year The Center for Spiritual 
Development in Portland offers a 
seminar on Paul with internationally-
known historical Jesus scholars Marcus 
Borg and John Dominic Crossan, June 15 - 
18, 2009. Titled: The "First" Paul: Radical 
Apostle of Jesus, this seminar will explore 
the three very different Paul that are pre-
sent in writings attributed to him and help 
us understand how the radical message of 
the gospel got domesticated in the first 50 
years after Jesus' death.  For more informa-
tion please see Pastor Tam or go to  
center-for-spiritual-development.org. 

  “Your attitude about the church will lay the foundation for your child’s future rela‐
tionship with the family of God.  Speak affirmatively of experiences and feelings about the 
church.  A child whose parents are active in the church is likely to become an adult who is 
happy in the church also.  The choice for your family should not be whether you will go to 
church on Sunday, but how you will be an active part of the church family that day, and 
every day.”  ‐‐ Delia Halverson, How Do Our Children Grow? 

Thank you for the many cards, e-mails, prayers (and Facebook messages!) during the past 
weeks as we faced the loss of both my uncle and Gary’s father.  Your loving support is very im-
portant to us.  Love, The Kralman-Shoemaker Family – Tamalyn, Gary, Brett, Zach, & Chelsea 
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Bike to Church on May 17th! 
In 1957 the League of American Bicyclists declared May as National Bike Month to promote bicycling for per-
sonal, environmental and community health and fun. Bike to Work & School Day, an annual celebration of cycling 
as transportation, has been a community event in Bellingham and Whatcom county since 1997. May 15th will be 
Bellingham and Whatcom County’s 12th Annual Bike to Work & School Day, with “Celebration Stations” at loca-
tions throughout Whatcom County. Last year, several local churches, including St. James, designated the third 
Sunday in May “Bike to Worship” day. This year, St. James Mission and Social Action and Congregational Life 
committees will be host a celebration station at the bike rack outside Fellowship Hall before church. Please bike, 
walk or carpool to worship on May 17th and join the celebration! 
 
The bicycle is the most efficient form of transportation ever invented – better for the environment than any motor-
ized vehicle on the planet. If biking to church isn’t practical for you, please consider walking or sharing the ride to 
shrink your “carbon footprint”. 
 
Mark your calendar!  
• Friday, May 15th is Bike to Work & School 
• Sunday, May 17th is Bike to Worship 
 

C O N G R E G AT I O N A L  L I F E  

For more information about 
Bike Month events see 

www.everybodyBIKE.com. 

Thank you! 
Thank you so much for the college 
care package! I finally had the chance 
to go to the Post Office and pick it up 
today, and was very pleasantly sur-
prised at the delicious treats and kind 
message. Thanks so much! Keena 
Mullen 

Church Librarian Needed  After five years of put-

ting our books to rights and keeping our library in order our be-
loved librarian, Ramona Villani, is ready to retire.  So we’re look-
ing for someone to take on the tasks of learning the computer 
program, receiving new books into the system, helping our con-
gregation know what resources are available, helping to keep our 
library current with quality, new materials, and keeping our library 
neat and tidy.  If this job sounds like it’s right up your alley, please 
talk to Ramona or Pastor Tam.  (No experience necessary. Two 
people could share this responsibility – one person doing the 
computer work, the other working with the books.)  
 

M I S S I O N  &  S O C I A L  A C T I O N  

The next prayer vigil will be at the Garden Street United Methodist Church,  
1326 N Garden St.,  phone 733.7440 on Monday, May 18th from 5:30-6:00pm 
Bellingham faith communities continue the  monthly prayer vigils for peace in the Middle East, which were started 
in December 2000 at the initiative of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and organized nationally by 
Churches for Middle East Peace. 
 
Participating congregations thereby can incorporate the welfare of the people of the Middle East into their Church 
life and advocacy. All are welcome. 

P R A Y E R  V I G I L  F O R  P E A C E  I N  T H E  M I D D L E  E A S T  
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I N T E R F A I T H  C O A L I T I O N  

Y O U R  H E A LT H  M I N I S T R Y  B O B  M O N A H A N  A N D  B A R B A R A  K I L P A T R I C K  

Sign up now to be a Friendly Visitor 
Individuals who wish to make a difference in the lives of seniors who are isolated with little social contact may at-
tend one of the following upcoming training sessions for Interfaith Coalition’s Friendly Visitors program: Tuesday, 
May 12 from 6 to 9 p.m., Tuesday, June 9 from 1 to 4 p.m., or Thursday, July 23 from 6 to 9 p.m. 
  
Friendly Visitors offers trained volunteers the opportunity to work one-on-one with individuals in need of caring 
human connection. The program matches compassionate volunteers with older members of the community 
whose health and well-being may improve with increased social contact.  Please call the Friendly Visitors office at 
756-5179 to reserve a space at either session.  

Your Health Ministry Co-Chairs, Bob Monahan and Barb Kilpatrick 
 
April was Child Abuse Prevention Month, thank you all for your prayers and participation. The display, 
"St. James Supports Healthy Families" was presented April 19th and 26th. Topics included recognizing signs of 
abuse, healthy parenting skills, reporting suspected abuse and other information relevant to everyone in the com-
munity.  Extra copies are available. 
  
The Book Club has just begun this month’s selection “Water for Elephants” by Sara Gruen. We next meet 
Monday, May 18th at 5:30pm. There is still plenty of time to finish before the next meeting. Call Alice Beaty at 733
-3371 or Barb Kilpatrick at 714-8165 for a book. There will be popcorn and peanuts! 
  
The next Blood Pressure Screening will be in the lounge after worship service on May 10th.  Remember 
to save your caffeinated beverage until after your BP check. Regular Blood Pressure checks are painless and 
potentially life saving! 
  
Notice that Walk for Health is now at 9:00am to take advantage of spring/summer weather. Everyone 
is welcome no matter what your pace! 
  
This month we will highlight the Prayer Shawl Ministry that meets Thursdays at 10:00am with the 
Sew-n-Sews.  This comforting ministry is also a great way to participate from home.  At the end of May there will 
be a dedication of the shawls and a blessing of the hands that made them. 
  
We are currently working with Firefighter Chris Carleton to coordinate CPR classes at St. James for the 
month of June. 
   
Maintain a Healthy level of insanity 
• Skip down the hall rather than walk. 
• Order a “diet” water whenever you go out to eat. 
• When the money comes out of the ATM, scream, “I won!  I won!” 
• Keep laughing, it’s good for your health! 
  
-Health Committee Co-Chairs, Bob Monahan and Barb Kilpatrick 

For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not 
see, we wait for it with patience. Romans 8:24 
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S E S S I O N  H I G H L I G H T S  C A R L A  S H A F E R ,  C L E R K  

St. James Presbyterian Church 

Directory Update 
We are in the process of updating the St. James Directory. You will see forms in various places around the 
church to fill out and give to Natasha in the office. These forms can be mailed, e-mailed, phoned in or dropped 
off. Of course, we would be pleased if you use our e-mail address: office@saintjames.org. We are looking for 
changes in name, address, phone and email. This information will only be used for the church directory. We 
will keep this information in house and will respect your privacy. If we don’t hear from you we will assume there 
are no changes in your current information and you don’t have an e-mail address. 
Forms are in the narthex or church office, fill one out today! Thank you, Natasha Orme, Secretary 

office@saintjamespres.org 
St. James Presbyterian Church, 910 14th Street, Bellingham, WA 98225 

360.733.1325, office@saintjamespres.org  

“I am the church. You are the 
church. We are the church 
together…” 

Session Highlights from April 18, 2009 Meeting   
 

Laine and Mary Dowling’s memberships were transferred to First Presbyterian Church, Yakima. 
 
Income was up in March and expenses were down. Utilities are high (45% up gas) even though our therm usage 
is down. The endowment net asset value went up. 
 
A security window will be installed in office doors. Staff evaluations are in progress.  
 
The projection of a budget shortfall for the year was discussed and options considered. It was agreed to be in dis-
cussion on the matter via e-mail. 
 
The worship committee retreat will be May 30th from 10am-2pm and is open to everyone.  
 
The dead pine tree has been removed. Thanks to Scott Wenger, Tony Richter, Jan Resick, Bill Read, Claude Hill 
and Christian Beatty for their hard work. The storage shelves for the preschool and CE program have been built 
and put in place.  
 
Volunteers are needed to open the church on the 1, 2, or 3rd Sunday each month. People can volunteer with Jan. 
 
The membership committee is looking for committee members. 
 
Session approved to be listed as a sponsor for the speaker on Stopping Housing Demolition; to have a presenta-
tion about the displaced immigrant situation and their needs; to raise milk money for children for the Food Bank 
with a goal of $750/month. 
 
Session approved working together with the other Presbyterian Churches on committees and helping serve food 
to builders during the Habitat for Humanity project at Lummi. The land has been donated by the Lummi Nation, the 
foundation built, and HUD would reimburse the expenditures. Bill believes that our involvement does not mean 
raising dollars, but to grow the church’s participation.  
 
Jerry presented the “Timeline for Pastoral Search” from the North Puget Sound Presbytery. Our next step is to set 
up a Planning Team to plan the Mission Study. We would pick a planning team of 1 or 3 elders plus some mem-
bers.  

Summer worship begins at 10 am, May 31, 2009. 

SEE INSERT 
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Some good news! 
General Fund 

1)  March income was $16,748, over budget by $2,178. 
2)  Expenses totaled $4,640 for a net gain of $2,107. The expenses were budgeted to be $15,511 – thus 

$871 under budget for the month. 
3)  The cost of utilities continued to be much higher than last year. They totaled $6816 YTD compared to Last 

year’s expenses of $5154, an increase of 32%. 
4)  Specific utility comparisons to current costs vs last year-to-date actual: 

a.  Water was up 20% over same 3 months last year - $208 vs $174 
b.  Garbage up 14% - $219 vs $191 
c.  Electricity up 9% - $1037 vs 948 
d.  Gas up 45% - $4773 vs 3303 

5)  The General Fund now stands at a negative $5900.28. 
 

Designated Giving/Named Activities Fund 
1)  We received designated contributions of $1055.53 in March, including $200 for the Mission Committee, 

$344 for Easter flowers, and $360 for the College Age Care kits contents and postage. 
2)  Disbursements were $50.15 from Pentecost and $99.85 from Peacemaking (local %) for the Palestine/

Atfaluna otoscopes, etc and $100 for the College Age Care kits. Many “in kind” donations of food items 
and Starbucks cards were also included in the packages. 

 

Endowments 
Net asset value rose by $1.79 to $56.98, raising our endowment values by a total of $16,652. We also 
were paid dividends in new shares of $5675.15 on March 27, when they were valued at $58.22/share.   
The current value of each endowment is still below the principal value for each endowment. 

 

We would all prefer a more positive financial situation. Nonetheless, God has been good to us. When our world 
seems to be in chaos, we have the opportunity to reconnect with our faith in more meaningful ways. With careful 
stewardship and your continued support we anticipate  making a positive difference in the lives of those around 
us. 

 
 
 
 

28th Annual Vacation Church School 
Join us at First Christian Church  

June 22nd—26th, from 9am-12pm 
Registration April 19th—May 20th, fee $35 per child 

Questions? Please contact Ann Lary at 734-7534 or rex-ann@webtv.net or Tamalyn Kralman at  
ministered@saintjamespres.org or 733.1325 

Uniting in this opportunity:  
Assumption Catholic  
Garden Street United  

Methodist 
First Christian Church 
First Congregational 

United Church of Christ 
Sacred Heart Catholic 

St. James Presbyterian 

Children age 4  
through  

those entering  
6th grade 





St. James Presbyterian Church 
910 14th Street  

Bellingham, WA  98225 
(360) 733-1325 

www.saintjamespres.org 
 

Sunday Schedule 
9am Adult Class 

9-10am Family Breakfast 
Sunday Worship 10:30am 

 
Office Hours 

Tuesday—Friday 
9:00am-2:00pm 
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Bellingham, WA  98225  
 
 
Return Service Requested 

Ministers:  The Congregation 
Interim Pastor:  The Rev. Jerry Poole 
Minister of Educational Programs: 
The Rev. Tamalyn Kralman        
Secretary:  Natasha Orme 
Treasurer:  Sally Albers 
Youth Leader:  Tara Giddens               
Custodian: Tim Chandonnet  
Music Director:  Carolyn Mullen    
Organist / Pianist:   
Kirsten Rutschman 
Parish Nurse: Barbara Kilpatrick    
Mission: New Earth / Tierra Nueva,  
Bob & Gracie Ekblad & Mike Neeley 
PC (USA) Regional Liaison to Jordan, Israel & Palestine:  
Doug Dicks 

Next Pulse Due Date 
Tuesday, May 19th! 

Please submit articles to  
Natasha in the office—email is 

preferred :  
office@saintjamespres.org  

ST. JAMES’ ANNUAL RUMMAGE SALE 
Recycle, Reuse and Repurpose 

 

Saturday, June 13th 
 

Clean, gently used clothing, household items  
and unwanted treasures—May bring items to  

church and store in the choir office.  

Thanks to the Pulse 
Mailing Crew 

Margaret deMaine 
Mary Elmslie 

Dorothy Herrmann 
Phyllis Jones 


