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  Recently my husband Randy and I drew upon the professional skills of one of our nieces.  
Boy, did she come through!  But how could we thank her for all the work and expertise and time that she 
gave to us?  Words seem inadequate to express our thanks.  Gifts and gift certificates can only be an out-
ward show, and they still seem small as far as reflecting our pride in her and our delight over her good 
work on our behalf. 
 
Have you ever had that dilemma?  Someone does something wonderful for you, and no matter what you try 
to do in response, it just never seems to feel like you’ve done enough in return.  “This is only a small token 
of our thanks” is one of things people say in such a situation.  “I can never repay you for all you have done 
for me” is another response to a similar situation. 
 
November is the month of Thanksgiving, when we give thanks for the good and sustaining presence of 
God in our lives.  Long ago, the prophet Micah pondered how to give thanks to God.  In his view, the peo-
ple of Israel were taking many of God’s blessings and grace for granted, and were downright thankless to-
ward God.  Then, in chapter 6 of Micah, he muses about just what kind of a gift one can give to God in or-
der to repay all of the provision and compassion that God bestows.  What would be big enough for God?  
How does one say “thank you” to the God who not only has everything, but who has made everything as 
well? 
 
Micah knows that some people in his long ago day tried to provide expensive and high quality burnt sacri-
fices to God.  So he suggests to himself that he bring yearling calves for sacrifice to God.  But then, that 
doesn’t seem to be a big enough gift to return thanks to the God of life, healing, and wholeness.  “What 
about thousands of rams,” he thinks, or even “ten thousands of rivers of oil”?   Nothing seems big enough 
or good enough to give to God as a thank you gift. 
 
Then Micah wonders about his most precious possession: his oldest child.  What if he gave his child to 
God?  Is anything too good for God?  What can one possibly give to say “Thank you” to God? 
 
You have most likely heard the famous verse that responds to all of Micah’s thoughts. 
 

He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 
and what does the LORD require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, 

A  M E S S A G E  F R O M  P A S T O R  M A R Y  R O B I N S O N - M O H R  
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P A S T O R ’ S  M E S S A G E  C O N T .  N O V E M B E R  
W O R S H I P   

T O P I C S  

November 4, 2007 
Communion 

Holy Baptism 
Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4 

Luke 19:1-10 
“A Vision Becomes Reality” 

 
 
 

November 11, 2007 
Stewardship Commitment    

Sunday 
Dedication of Pledges 

Haggai 1:15b-2:9 
Luke 20:27-40 

“The God of the Living” 
 
 
 

November 18, 2007 
The Rev. Tamalyn Kralman, 

preaching 
 
 
 

November 25, 2007 
Christ the King/Reign of 

Christ Sunday 
Jeremiah 23:1-6 
Luke 23:33-43 

“Paradise from a Cross” 

and to walk humbly with your God? 
(Micah 6:8) 

 
This is how we can repay God’s goodness to us.  This is the thank you gift 
that most pleases God.  Do justice, love kindness, and live trusting God.  May 
this be part of your November thanksgiving. 
 
      Grace and Peace, 
      Pastor Mary 
 
 
 
 
 
PASTOR MARY AND HER HEALTH 
 
I continue to thank you for your prayers and good thoughts.  The migraines 
continue to ask for my attention for about 12 days out of every 14 days.  I will 
be having a surgery in January that will add a bone graft to a couple of places 
between my neck vertebrae, and then fuse the vertebrae over a three month 
period.  I’ll need to be “down” for about three weeks, then return to work, 
most probably with a big collar on my neck for a while. 
 
There is no guarantee that this surgery will alleviate any of the migraines.  
However, it will address the condition of degenerating vertebrae in my neck, 
as well as the growing pain/weakness in my left side.  It will need to be ad-
dressed some time anyway, and it means that my days digging and lifting are 
probably over.  Even so, the surgeon is hopeful that there is a 70 to 80 percent 
chance that a large number of my migraines could be eliminated with this sur-
gery.  We won’t know until it’s done. 
 
In the meantime, thanks for your prayers and compassionate support.  You are 
a most loving congregation! 

A T T E N T I O N  S T .  J A M E S  Y O U T H !  
Mark your calendars: 
Our fall quarter Youth Sunday School class will meet on... 
 
November 4 - Welcoming Jesus 
 
November 18 - New Heaven, New Earth 
 
 
 

The background informational pages will be e-mailed 
prior to each session.  If you would like to be on the e-mail 
list, please make sure Pastor Tam 
has your CURRENT e-mail ad-
dress.  If you do not have e-mail, a 
hard copy will be available. 
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“Kral’s Scrawls” – C H R I S T I A N  E D U C A T I O N   T H E  R E V .  T A M A L Y N  K R A L M A N  

As I write this, I am contemplating the many trick-or-treaters who will soon visit 
my home.  As you  read it, Halloween will have come and gone and you may be thank-
ing the good Lord you survived another year.  But, if you’re like my daughter and me, 
this is one of our favorite events.   We decorate inside and put up a graveyard out 
front.  We make gift bags for the neighbor kids.  We plan our own costumes.  We watch 
Rocky Horror Picture Show (strange family tradition, I know, but we’re a little odd).  We 
even count our visitors so we’ll know how many goodies to buy for the following year.  
We have fun. 

But, this year, things will be quite different.  My daughter and husband are both 
working, my son’s in Georgia for 3 months, and my daughter-in-law and I will be home 
alone.  I’m not entirely sure she’ll be thrilled with my movie choice and her primary 
concern is her studies.  (She’s in the nursing program at Whatcom.) 

Sigh.  I want my kids to be little.  I want to trade off with my husband, greeting 
the little monsters who come a callin’ and taking our own kids around the neighbor-
hood.  I just want to turn back time. 

Isn’t that what we so frequently wish for, in the church? To turn back time? If 
only we had the commitment, the participation we once had.  If only this program or 
that could be like it was before.  If only. 

Do you suppose God sits around wishing for the way things used to be? Or do you 
think God sees the bigger picture (when, exactly, was life perfect?) and is leading us 
through time, urging us onward, showing us that there is always something wonderful 
yet to be and yet to be done, showing us that joy is truly around every corner? 

Come be a part of one of our classes or programs.  It may not be the way you’ve 
always thought it should be.  It might be 
even better. ♥ Pastor Tam 

A D U L T  S T U D I E S :  L E T ’ S  G E T  T O  K N O W  T H E  O L D  T E S T A M E N T !  

Come join this year-long survey of the entire Hebrew Bible, also known as the Old Testament.  Come for potluck supper at 
6:30 on the first Friday of each month, starting on October 5.  Children’s activity and the adult study begin at 7 and end at 8.  
The Church library has two loan-able copies of books by Walter Brueggemann and John Collins that will be the basis of our 
study.  An abridged version of the book by John Collins also will be available in the library or for purchase for $21.50.  
Come join us for fellowship and for learning all about the Old Testament! 

Upcoming dates:  
• Nov. 2:      Pentateuch (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy) 
• Dec. 7:      Joshua/Judges 
• Jan. 4:       I and II Samuel, I and II Kings, Ruth (I and II Chronicles) 
• March 7:  Psalms, Wisdom Literature (Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon, Job) 
• April 4:     Pre-exilic Prophets (Amos, Hosea, Isaiah I, Micah, Nahum, Zephaniah) 
• May 2:      Exilic and Post-exilic Prophets (Isaiah II and III, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel, Joel,    

  Obadiah, Jonah, Habakkuk, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi) 

Children’s Christmas 
Pageant 

Sunday, December 16 
10:30 a.m. 

 (during worship) 
Please talk to Pastor Tamalyn if you 
would like to participate on stage or 
behind the scenes. 

Attention all Teachers and Helpers: 
Our next Teachers’ Meeting will be held 

Thursday, November 15 
5:30 p.m., in the Lounge 
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T R E A S U R E R ’ S  R E P O R T  S A L L Y  A L B E R S  
Offerings continued to be strong in September and October. Expenses are slightly below budget, so that we have a posi-
tive balance in the General Fund. We appreciate the efforts of the staff and committees to keep costs under control. We 
should also acknowledge the cheerful giving of our congregation – both the regular contributors, those who give when 
able, and those organizations who pay to use our church facilities. 
 
The Stewardship campaign kick-off luncheon on October 21st was a delight. The Congregational Life committee pro-
vided the gourmet soups, artisan breads and yummy dessert choices. Barb Kilpatrick, Nancy Pace and Phyllis Jones 
were all busy at the scene - there may have been others helping in the background.  THANK YOU – it was really tasty. 
Pastor Mary, Pastor Tam and (off-stage) Kirsten Rutschman performed an original,  light-hearted skit about “making 
do” with reduced resources. Actually we are planning on having MORE resources in 2008, so I’m looking forward to 
receiving your pledge forms between now and Dedication Sunday on November 11. Everyone should have their pack-
ets by now – if not, call the church office. We have some spares I can deliver to you. 
 
Those who attended know that some tough questions were asked: 

Yes, we do plan to hire a custodian to take over the many duties Bill Read has accomplished as a volunteer for the 
last two years. You may designate a pledge to this purpose, confident that the money will be so used – but the 
staff position remains a part of the general fund and basic income and expense budget for 2008. 

Yes, it is possible to set up an automatic ETF payment if your bank or credit union allows that. Two members al-
ready do this and a third uses an internet payment service that mails us a check. I will be working with Peoples 
Bank to see if we can simplify the process or improve their reporting. In the meantime, it helps if you let me 
know that you are setting up a payment. At the moment the information that is on our statement doesn’t tell me 
who the money is coming from! But I can have their customer service department research and report it to me. 

Yes, the long-term solution to our tight budget woes is to “grow the church”. As you know, enrollment in main-
stream churches including Presbyterians has been trending downward for a longtime. The Growth Planning 
Task Force (GPTF) is a wonderful group of St. James members who are working together to build a framework 
for our growth. There is no quick fix, however.  It may be 5 years before the results begin to show.  To my 
mind, Elder Scott Wenger put it best with the comment that “If they KNEW us, they would love us.” So, I in-
vite you to participate in the solution by inviting friends and family (or even strangers!) to come to services at 
St James with you. 

 
While I was away for 3 weeks in October, Betty Miller made sure your contributions were deposited into the bank on a 
timely basis. Marion Dobbie and Renee Meyer recruited additional help to get the stewardship packets printed, assem-
bled, stuffed and addressed. It is amazing that so many individuals magically appear to do whatever needs doing – clear 
evidence that God works through us to achieve his Purpose. 

F R O M  T H E  I N T E R F A I T H  C O A L T I O N  

Volunteers needed for severe-weather shelters 
  
Rain arrived earlier this fall than usual. If cold follows suit, then volunteers may be needed soon to help in Interfaith Coa-
lition’s severe-weather shelters.  
  
The two shelters --one for women and children at Garden Street United Methodist Church, the other for men at Faith Lu-
theran Church --provide safety and warmth overnight to homeless individuals when weather conditions could be life-
threatening. Shelters are open from 5 p.m. to 8 a.m. 
  
Volunteers staff the shelters in three shifts – an evening check-in, overnight and morning shift. The largest need is for ad-
ditional volunteers to staff the overnight and morning shifts. Only female volunteers staff the women’s shelter, but they 
also may work at the men’s shelter during the check-in and morning shifts. Overnight volunteers do get some sleep. They 
take turns, while someone is always awake and on duty. 
  
For more information, call Interfaith Coalition at 734-3983 or email: info@interfaith-coalition.org 
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P R E S B Y T E R I A N  W O M E N  O F  S T .  J A M E S  

The last Tuesday of each month, the Presbyterian Women of St. James gather for Bible Study at 10:30 am, and a 
potluck salad luncheon at 12 noon.  This month: 

 
Tuesday, November 27: Marilyn Madden, leader of Bible Study 

Bellingham faith communities continue the  monthly prayer vigils for peace in the Middle East, which were 
started in December 2000 at the initiative of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and organized nation-
ally by Churches for Middle East Peace. 
 
Participating congregations thereby can incorporate the welfare of the people of the Middle East 
into their Church life and advocacy. 
 
In the next months, the following Churches will host the prayer vigil (always at 5.30 p.m.).    
November 18: First Presbyterian Church;  Tuesday, December 18: Hope Lutheran Church,    
Lynden;  Friday, January 18, 2008: Sacred Heart Catholic Church.  
 
All are welcome! 

P R A Y E R  V I G I L  F O R  P E A C E  I N  T H E  M I D D L E  E A S T  

M O N T H L Y  C H U R C H  W O R K  P A R T Y  ~  F A L L  I S  U P O N  U S !  

 Please join us for the monthly all-church clean-up ~ landscaping ~ fix-it ~ workday:   Saturday , November 10:  9 
am—12 pm.  Bring your favorite tools, and join us in maintaining our lovely church! 

M I S S I O N  &  S O C I A L  A C T I O N  C O M M I T T E E  O F  S T .  J A M E S  
FAITH AND STEWARDSHIP OF THE EARTH: "A conversation cafe" . Tuesday, Nov. 13, 6.45-9.00 p.m. at First 
Congregational Church, Social Hall. A series of small group conversations on the teaching of various religions about 
caring for the earth, and how to apply this in our personal and communal life. To enable planning for refreshments, 
registration is requested, tel. 734-0217; but everyone is welcome at the door. Sponsored by Whatcom Peace and Jus-
tice Center, Buddhist Peace Fellowship  and Mission, Justice and Social Concerns, First Congregational Church. 
 
MANY THANKS to our seven fantastic CROP Walk-ers who raised over $1,200, and their generous sponsors!  
Funds are used by Church World Service to fight hunger worldwide.  25% will be used locally by the Maple Alley 
Inn, and the Bellingham and Ferndale Food Banks.  Over $8,000 was raised by participating churches this year.  
 
PRAY WITH IRAQI CHRISTIANS DAILY AT NOON ET  Our Iraqi sisters and brothers in Christ face significant 
challenges in the living of these days.  There are five Presbyterian congregations in Iraq.  The ongoing violence and 
terror has made life difficult for Christians individually and as congregations.  In the face of daily tragedies, many 
have had to flee the country; others have left their homes but remain in Iraq.  We encourage all members of the Pres-
byterian Church (U.S.A.) to pause for prayer, individually or in groups, every day at noon (Eastern Time).  Pray for 
our Iraqi brothers and sisters in Christ, all the people of Iraq, Iraqis who are refugees or living in Diaspora, men and 
women serving in the U.S. military and the militaries of other nations, the people of the United states impacted by 
war, and those in positions of authority.  We have communicated the invitation to the Presbyterian churches and 
other Christians in Iraq, in order that we might stand together before God’s throne of grace.  (Office on the Middle 
East; Presbyterian Peacemaking Program; Iraq Network (Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), Reformed Church in Amer-
ica, United Church of Christ) 
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SUN MON TUE W
   

4 
Daylight Savings Time ends! 

Communion 
12 pm Israel / Palestine trip 

orientation 

5 
7 pm Co-op Preschool Board 

Meeting 

6 
8 am Prayer Group 

5 pm Stewardship committee 
5:30 pm Al Anon 

6 pm Membership committee 
7 pm Growth Plan Task Force 

w/ Corey Schlosser-Hall 
7:30 WA Gender Alliance 

10 am P
5 pm Mission 

com
5:30 Person

6 pm A

11 
Stewardship Drive  

Dedication 
12 pm Deacons 
7 pm Session 

12 13 
December Pulse items due! 

8 am Prayer Group 
5:30 pm Al Anon 

7:30 WA Gender Alliance 

Presbytery
6 pm A

18 
Guest Preacher, The Rev. 

Tamalyn Kralman 
12 pm Health committee 

presentation 
5:30 pm Prayer Vigil for  Mid-
dle East Peace @ First Pres-

byterian 

19 20 
8 am Prayer Group 
5:30 pm Al Anon 

7:30 WA Gender Alliance 
 
 

6 pm A
7 pm Thanks

terfaith W
Christia

25 26 27 
8 am Prayer Group 

10:30 Presbyterian Women of 
St. James Bible Study 

12 pm Pres. Women luncheon 
5:30 pm Al Anon 

7:30 New Officer Training 
7:30 WA Gender Alliance 

10 am P
6 pm A

NovembSunday schedule 
 

9 am Adult Class 
10:30 am Worship 

7 pm  AA 

The Pulse  
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WED THU FRI SAT 
 1 

6:30 pm Bell Choir 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

7:30 AA  
 

2 
10 am Staff meeting 
3-9 pm Bazaar set up 

6:30 “Get to Know the Old 
Testament” Adult class 

3 
9 am Presbyterian Women of 
St. James Annual Craft Bazaar 

10 am OA 
 

7 
Pulse Crew 
& Social Action 

mmittee 
nnel committee  
AA Men 

8 
5 pm Christian Ed. committee 

6:05 Worship committee 
6:30 Congregational Life com-

mittee 
6:30 pm Bell Choir 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

7:30 AA  

9 
5:30 pm Prime Timers 

10 
9 am - 12 pm Church Work 

Party 
10 am OA 

 

14 
y at Neah Bay 
AA Men 

 
 

15 
5:30 pm Sunday School Teach-

ers meeting 
6:30  Bell Choir 

7:30 Chancel Choir 
7:30 AA  

16 
5 pm Native American AA 

Banquet 
6:30 pm Women’s Agape 

Night 

17 
10 am OA 

21 
AA Men 
sgiving Eve In-

Worship, First 
an Church 

22 
Thanksgiving 

Office closed 
7:30 pm AA  

23 
Office Closed 

6 pm Native American AA 

24 
10 am OA 

 5 pm Narcotics  
Anonymous Annual  

Banquet 

28 
Pulse Crew 
AA Men 

29 
6:30 pm Bell Choir 
7:30 Chancel Choir 

7:30 AA  

30 
1:30 pm Girl Scouts 

6 pm Native American AA 

 

ber 2007 
Church office 

Open Tuesday ~ Friday,  
9-12, 1-4 

 
733-1325 

office@saintjamespres.org 



Kits for Children of Iraqi Refugees 
 

Many refugees have fled from the violence of Iraq into surrounding nations.  Presbyterians have a chance 
to help those refugees through the work of the Middle East Council of Churches.  Dr. Nuhad Tomeh, 
who visited St. James last May, is the Presbyterian Church USA’s liaison to that Council of 
Churches.  Our Presbytery has taken on a drive to send up to 250 school and health kits for Iraqi refugee 
children to Dr. Tomeh to be distributed through his office.   
 
A complete kit can be put together for just under $40, and the list of needed items for a complete kit is 
outlined below.  Tote bags will be available through the church office at a cost of $2.50, and you can bring 
a complete kit in a regular grocery bag to the church office, plus $2.50 for the more durable tote bag that 
will be required for the kits.  Payment for the tote bags can be made payable to St. James Presbyterian 
Church.  Or, you can purchase a tote bag from the church office when they are available, and fill it as di-
rected, then deliver it to the church office.   
 
The Youth of St. James put together 30 school kits for Dr. Tomeh to distribute last spring.  Dr. Tomeh 
sent us pictures of some of the recipients, along with a note of thanks.  He said that 30 children from 12 
families were helped, “but unfortunately we have opened a door that cannot easily be closed.”  He 
went on to say that his office has been inundated with requests for help and for school kits since 
that time.  This is our opportunity to give a much needed gift to people that have lost practically 
all that they own, and to let them know that Christians in the world care about their well-
being.  Please support this much needed project as you are able.  Many thanks! 

School Kit 
 
1 – pair of blunt scissors (rounded tip) 
 
3 – spiral notebooks of 70 to 80 count 
pages; 8 1/2” x 11” ruled paper (8” x 10 

½” paper is fine).  DO NOT include unbound filler paper. 
 
1 – 30 centimeter ruler (12”) 
 
1 - hand-held pencil sharpener 
 
6 – new pencils with erasers (a pack of 10 or 12 is fine) 
 
1 – eraser, 2 ½” 
 
1 – box of 24 crayons 
 
Pack all items in cloth tote bag.  Cost for the School Kit 
alone is about $15.  The cloth tote bag costs about 
$2.50. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Health Kit 
 

1 – brand new hand towel (no fingertip or bath towels) 
 
1 – brand new wash cloth 
 
1 -  wide-tooth comb 
 
1 – nail clipper 
 
1 – bar of soap (bath sized, in wrapper) 
 
1 - toothbrush (in original package) 
 
1 – 8 oz. (approximately) tube of toothpaste 
 
1 – package of 30 adhesive bandages (band –aids, or     
others) 
 

Pack all of the Health Kit items in a one-gallon 
plastic bag with a zipper closure (like Zip Loc).  
Then pack the sealed plastic bag in the cloth 
tote bag with the School Kit items.  Cost for the 
Health Kit alone is about $22. 
 
The total cost for one complete Children’s Kit 
is about $39.50. 
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Alternative Christmas 
Are you ready? 
Are you        
excited? Do 
you have your 
gift recipient list 
in hand and 
your checkbook 
ready? Our   
Alternative 
Christmas 
Faire is almost 
here.  Come on 
Sunday,      
December 9, 
11:30 – 2:30 

for an opportunity to buy fair trade items 
and to make donations to non-profit         
organizations, all in an effort to celebrate 
the birth of Christ and honor our loved ones. 

Saint James is one of several faith communi-
ties participating in an interfaith worship ser-
vice on the night before Thanksgiving, No-
vember 21 at 7 p.m.  This service will be 
held at First Christian Church, 495 East Bak-
erview Road, on the north end of Belling-
ham.  Carolyn Mullen will direct a combined 
choir of voices from the different participat-
ing congregations.  Come and worship and 
give thanks to God 
alongside your many 
neighbors! 

T H A N K S G I V I N G  E V E  I N T E R F A I T H  
W O R S H I P  S E R V I C E  

Pastor Tam needs HELPERS for the Alternative Christmas Faire and the Christmas Pageant.  A sign-up 
sheet for the Faire is in the office hallway.  Please consider donating your time and talent for these wor-
thy causes!  Contact Pastor Tam for more information! 

H E L P E R S  N E E D E D !  

T H E  C H U R C H  H A S  B E E N  P A I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S U N D A Y  S C H O O L  C H I L D R E N  

Check out the downstairs hallway  
 

   for the latest redecorating... 
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November Birthdays 

* * * 
3 Irene Rome 
3 Rich Stipe 
6 Emma Conlee 
7 Jean Seater 
7 Ricky Hodgson 
10 Dick Johnson 
10 Dorothy Herrmann 
10 Courtney Todd 
11 David Seater 
12 Julie Keyes 
15 Denise Hoffman 
19 Nancy Wagar 
20 Bill Hatch 
20 Vicki Griffith 
20 Caitlin Lockhart 
22 Margaret deMaine 
22 Miranda Keefe 
22 Marilyn Madden 
24 Eva Landis 
24 Henry Von Bargen 
26 Dale Monroe 
26 Aiden McBride 
27 Wendy Crandall 
28 Jack Brown 
28 Gladys Eckhart 
29 Charlie Griffith 
29 Craig Keyes 
30 Brian Hodgson 
 

November Anniversaries 
* * * 

4 Wally & Jane Botsford 
14 Bob & Irene Rome 

B I R T H D A Y S  &  A N N I V E R S A R I E S  

From Ev Bell: “My sincere thanks to the folks at St. James, Jan 
Resick, Nancy Richter, Emily Hargleroad, Barb Kilpatrick, 
Bruce Kraig, Bob Monahan, and Peg Wilke, for helping me 
pack in preparation for my move to the Willows.  Believe me, it 
could not have been done without you!”  Good luck in your 
move, Ev! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
David and Renée Meyer traveled to Chicago in late October for 
the memorial service of David’s brother’s wife, Melinda 
Gordon.  Many thanks to the members of St. James for their 
prayers, phone calls, and sympathy cards to the Meyer family 
during this time.  From her obituary, published in the Chicago 
Tribune: 
 

Melinda K. Gordon, M.D., died of breast cancer on Octo-
ber 24, 2007 at home. … Melinda rebelled against the notion that 
cancer is a “blessing in disguise” or ought to improve the pa-
tient’s character, for as an oncologist she was well aware that can-
cer often kills.  She rejected “battle” metaphors for cancer, as she 
felt that it devalued the experience of those who died of cancer by 
making them into the losers.  Cancer to her was instead a thief, 
stealing the lives and dreams of those it afflicts.  She was also 
adamant that she be able to speak the truth about her experience 
of cancer rather than play the happy patient.   
            From the fall of 2005 until just days before her death she 
was an active contributor to the youngsurvival.org message board 
for young woman afflicted with cancer.  The comments posted 
before and after her death speak to the value of her presence to 
the other women on the board.  One said, “I think we all immedi-
ately moved towards her posts because we knew the tone: always 
kind, informative, loving, with humor thrown in for good meas-
ure. We will truly miss her.”   Another said, “I remember posting 
about a letter someone left me that said ‘chemo makes tumors 
spread in MICE.’ Melinda replied, ‘YOU AREN'T A MOUSE.’  I 
read her comment, laughed, turned off my computer and had a 
great day.”  Melinda was 37 years old.   
 
 
If you have news you would like to share with the St. James fam-
ily, please submit it to the church office by the next newsletter 
deadline, November 13. 

C H U R C H  F A M I L Y  N E W S  
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The Christian Education Committee Wants to Know if You Are Interested! 
 
 
 

Possible Saint James Study Tour of Israel and Palestine, 2008 or 2009 
 

THE LOWDOWN: 
 

The time of year and the length of the trip will be decided by those who are interested in trav-
eling.  We want to make the trip available to the most people at the convenience of their vaca-
tion availability and their schedule and the time their finances are available.  Most probably 
the trip will be between 2 or 3 weeks in length. 
 
Cost of the trip will depend upon the length of the trip, the time of year of the trip, as well as 
airfare, rental vehicles, hotel and food costs.  A good part of the trip may be in the guest 
houses of kibbutzes.  These Israeli farms are an economical way to travel, yet still have a basic 
and comfortable, air-conditioned room with a private bathroom.  Kibbutzes are also a good 
place to meet Israelis and have informal conversations with them.  A two week tour can most 
probably be arranged for $2,600 to $3000 per person.   
 
The format of the tour will include visits mostly to Biblical sites in the Galilee and Nazareth 
area and the northern sections, and then in Jerusalem, Bethlehem, and environs.  Also in-
cluded will be visits to projects such as the ministries of the Arab Orthodox Society, the Sind-
yanna fair trade project, and other contemporary Christian ministries.  There will be oppor-
tunities to informally meet both Israelis and Palestinians.  We will strike a balance between 
seeing the ancient stones but also the “living stones” of the Holy Land.   Those traveling will 
be asked for input on the choice of sites visited, as we want to try to include places that St. 
James folks have always wanted to see, at least as far as it is feasible. 
 
The tour will also be contingent upon the political situation of the area.  Travelers will be 
strongly encouraged to buy trip insurance in the event that an early departure from Israel is 
necessitated, or even a cancellation.   
 
Leadership of the tour will be Pastor Mary.  There is a possibility that Dr. Jodi Magness may 

be able to join us for portions of the tour, based upon her availability. 
 
Are you interested?  Contact Pastor Mary, 733-1325.  We will gather all 
interested persons in a meeting soon to design the details of the trip and 
share more information. 
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